
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

 
OUR PRACTICE 
The terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 launched a new era in America.  The building blocks of society -- government, 
corporations, universities, individuals -- have been transformed and homeland security now factors daily into the lives of 
all Americans.  New agencies, new mandates on businesses and new opportunities for companies to partner with the 
government have all emerged from this new reality.  Yet while stakeholders seek to engage policymakers on homeland 
security issues and provide effective solutions, the post 9/11 environment has been marked by widespread confusion both 
in government and the private sector.  Executive branch players and responsibilities shift frequently.  Congressional 
oversight is fragmented and funding priorities can change considerably from year to year.   
 
In response to these challenges, Monument Policy Group has built a robust Homeland Security practice.  Our team has 
unparalleled expertise in a host of homeland security areas, including immigration, travel facilitation, maritime and cargo 
security, aviation security, transportation security, communications, credentialing, cyber security, critical infrastructure 
protection and liability protection for vendors of anti-terrorism technologies.  We effectively represent companies 
providing hardware, software, communications systems and consulting services to government agencies involved in 
homeland security.  We also provide consulting services to trade associations and other coalitions affected by homeland 
security programs and mandates and insight into foreign markets and governments. 
 
We maintain extensive relationships throughout the Department of Homeland Security, both at headquarters and within 
operational agencies including the Transportation Security Administration and U.S. Customs and Border Protection.  We 
also work closely with the Departments of State, Justice, and Transportation, and with offices in the White House with 
homeland security responsibilities.  In addition, we have deep relationships in Congress with the members and staff of the 
many committees with jurisdiction over homeland security issues, including Senate and House Homeland Security, Senate 
and House Commerce, Senate and House Judiciary, Senate and House Appropriations, Senate Foreign Relations, and 
House Foreign Affairs.  
 
OUR TEAM 
C. Stewart Verdery, Jr., Partner and Founder, served as the first Assistant Secretary for Policy and Planning at the 
Department of Homeland Security in the Border and Transportation Security Directorate from 2003-2005.  At DHS he led 
efforts to develop and implement policies related to immigration, visas and travel facilitation, cargo security and 
international trade, and transportation security.  Programs he influenced included US-VISIT, the Customs-Trade 
Partnership Against Terrorism, and Registered Traveler, among others.  Stewart worked extensively with foreign 
governments and appeared frequently as a witness before Congressional committees.  Stewart continues to appear before 
Congress and is sought as an expert speaker on homeland security issues.  Prior to his DHS service, Stewart served as 
General Counsel to Senate Assistant Majority Leader Don Nickles (R-OK) from 1998 until 2002, and as Counsel to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT). 
 
Andrew Howell, Partner, founded and led the homeland security practice at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the worldÕs 
largest general business trade association.  There, he represented corporations large and small in a host of policy areas, 
including transportation and cargo security; critical infrastructure protection; cyber security, and regulations limiting the 
liability of companies selling anti-terrorism technologies to government and commercial customers.  He is sought as an 
expert on homeland security legislation and regulation, particularly as they affect the private sector.  



Jessica Herrera-Flanigan, Partner, was most recently the Staff Director &  General Counsel of the House Committee on 
Homeland Security, where she had served since the CommitteeÕs founding in 2003.  As the top advisor to Chairman 
Bennie Thompson (D-MS), she managed the CommitteeÕs legislative, policy, and oversight activities, including the 
passage of H.R.1, the Implementing Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act. Jessica also has worked as Senior 
Counsel to the Computer Crime &  Intellectual Property Section, Criminal Division, U.S. Department of Justice, and in 
private practice.  She is on the Advisory Boards of the Homeland Security and Defense Business Council and ABA 
Standing Committee on Law &  National Security and is the Vice Chair of the Special Committee on Homeland Security 
for the ABAÕs Science &  Technology Section.    

Tim Punke, Partner, has worked on homeland security issues, particularly their intersection with international trade, in 
both government and the private sector.  During four years on the Senate Finance Committee staff, Tim was responsible 
for all Customs oversight, including the transition of Customs functions from Treasury, and reauthorization legislation.  At 
the White House, he worked on the interagency team to pass legislation authorizing China's accession to the WTO and 
staffed the Presidential Delegation to the 2000 G8 Summit.  In the private sector, Tim has continued to work on trade and 
security bills, including the 2006 Safe Ports Act.  Tim is also a Term Member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 
 
Rich Thomas, Vice President, previously served as the Legislative Director of Congressman Bill Pascrell (D-NJ).  Rich 
helped write legislation to reauthorize the highly successful Assistance to Firefighter Grant Program. He also has worked 
on Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) Grants, chemical security, cyber security, and port security issues.  Rich also 
advised the House Homeland Security Committee during Congressman PascrellÕs tenure as Ranking Member of the 
Emergency Preparedness, Science &  Technology Subcommittee in the 109th Congress. 
 
Lora Ries, Senior Counsel, brings a wealth of hands-on experience in the homeland security field.  Lora was Director of 
Immigration Security Policy at the Department of Homeland Security and Director of Mission Operations at the US-VISIT 
program office during her three years at DHS.  Previously, Lora served as counsel to the House Judiciary Committee, 
working for Chairman Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI) and several Immigration Subcommittee chairmen. 
 
Ryan Spangler, Director, was a staffer for Senator Joseph Biden (D-DE), now Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and senior Democrat on the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 

OUR CLIENTS 
Among the clients Monument Policy Group has represented include: 

!  American Immigration Lawyers Association, on immigration issues; 
!  Cross Match Technologies, on biometrics-based security solutions; 
!  Digimarc, on identification document programs; 
!  DTC Constructors and Engineers, on construction procurement opportunities; 
!  EADS North America, on cargo security and cybersecurity issues; 
!  EDS, on transportation procurement opportunities; 
!  Essential Worker Immigration Coalition, on immigration issues; 
!  General Dynamics, on a range of executive branch business opportunities; 
!  IBM, on cargo security, screening programs and immigration systems issues; 
!  Microsoft, on critical infrastructure protection, cyber security and immigration issues; 
!  National Business Travel Association, on aviation and other travel issues; 
!  Retail Industry Leaders Association, on cargo security legislation; 
!  Sybase, to support CEO John ChenÕs chairmanship of the Secure Borders Open Doors Advisory Committee; 
!  Travel Industry Association, on travel and tourism issues; 
!  USIS, on security and law enforcement issues; 
!  Verified Identity Pass, on the Registered Traveler program; and 
!  XM Satellite Radio, on disaster response and situational awareness solutions. 

 
Also, MonumentÕs partners have previously represented Hewlett-Packard, Lockheed Martin, Mobile Satellite Ventures, 
Port of Seattle, and Texas Instruments on homeland security issues.   
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