
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMIGRATION AND TRAVEL 
OUR PRACTICE 
Travel into and within the U.S. – to work, to visit, to study – has become a crucial component for our competitiveness 
and a key policy issue for a wide range of companies and other organizations.  The threat of terrorism and concerns 
about illegal immigration, espionage, and the spread of infectious disease, however, have created intense pressure to 
regulate the flow of workers, customers, employees, students, and tourists.  The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security and other agencies have deployed a vast array of programs to attempt to facilitate legitimate travelers while 
stopping those who would do us harm.  Understanding and influencing these programs requires unique insight into the 
executive branch and Congressional players developing immigration and travel policies.  
 
Monument Policy Group represents a number of the industries and organizations most affected by immigration and 
travel policy.  Our Immigration and Travel Practice utilizes unique insights into the policies, personnel, and politics 
that affect the movement of people into and within the U.S. and across international boundaries.   
 
Monument Policy Group maintains close relationships with federal agencies with immigration and travel 
responsibilities, including U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, the Transportation Security Administration, US-VISIT, the U.S. Coast Guard, 
the DHS Office of Policy, the Department of State, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and all White House offices 
with a role in policy development, coordination, and funding.  Building on years of bipartisan service in the Congress, 
we additionally have excellent relationships with key Congressional Committees, including Senate and House 
Homeland Security, Senate and House Judiciary, Senate Commerce, House Transportation, Senate Foreign Relations, 
House Foreign Affairs, and Senate and House Appropriations.  We also work with foreign governments, business 
stakeholders, and a variety of interest groups. 
 
OUR TEAM 
 
C. Stewart Verdery, Jr., Partner and Founder, served as Assistant Secretary at the Department of Homeland Security 
in the Border and Transportation Security Directorate.  At DHS, among other responsibilities, he led efforts to develop 
and implement policies related to immigration, visas and travel facilitation, and transportation security.  Programs he 
influenced included US-VISIT, visa policy, and Registered Traveler, among others.  Stewart worked extensively with 
other federal agencies and foreign governments, appeared frequently as a witness before Congressional committees.  
Stewart continues to appear before Congress and is sought as an expert speaker and commentator on immigration 
issues.  Prior to his DHS service, Stewart served as General Counsel to Senate Assistant Majority Leader Don Nickles 
(R-OK) from 1998 until 2002, and as Counsel to Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT).  Stewart 
serves as an Adjunct Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

Andrew Howell, Partner, strengthens our practice with his wealth of expertise and experience.  Andrew has worked 
extensively with airlines, other transportation companies and associations, and executive branch and Congressional 
officials during his tenure as Vice President for Homeland Security at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and at 
Monument Policy.  He maintains excellent relationships with the key Congressional committees affecting immigration 
and travel policies. 

Jessica Herrera-Flanigan, Partner, previously served as Staff Director & General Counsel of the House Committee 
on Homeland Security under Chairman Bennie G. Thompson (D-MS).  In that capacity, she managed the Committee’s 
legislative, policy, and oversight activities, including those relating to border security, visa waiver, transportation and 



aviation security, and international security. She joined the Committee in 2003 as one of its original staffers, working 
under then-Ranking Member Jim Turner (D-TX) and as Counsel to Cybersecurity, Science, and Research and 
Development Subcommittee Ranking Member Zoe Lofgren (D-CA). Jessica previously worked as a federal prosecutor 
and in private practice. She is a Past President of the Hispanic Bar Association of D.C. and on the Advisory Board of 
the Homeland Security and Defense Business Council. 

Tim Punke, Partner, is well-known as a Washington expert on competitiveness and trade issues, building on his 
expertise on the Senate Finance Committee for Chairman Max Baucus (D-MT) and in the Clinton White House’s 
National Economic Council. 

Rich Thomas, Vice President, is a Capitol Hill veteran with nearly a decade of experience in the House of 
Representatives. While serving as the Legislative Director of Congressman Bill Pascrell (D-NJ), Rich focused on 
trade, intellectual property, tax, and homeland security matters. 

Lora Ries, Senior Counsel, brings a wealth of hands-on experience in the immigration and travel fields.  Lora was 
Director of Immigration Security Policy at the Department of Homeland Security, working closely with all DHS 
agencies and the U.S. Department of State on visa and immigration issues.  Later, she served as Director of Mission 
Operations at the US-VISIT program office.  Previously, Lora served as counsel to the House Judiciary Committee to 
Chairman Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI) and several subcommittee chairmen. 

Ryan Spangler, Director, was a staffer for Senator Joseph Biden (D-DE), now Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and senior Democrat on the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 
OUR CLIENTS 
Among the clients Monument Policy has represented include: 
● American Immigration Lawyers Association, the leading bar association of immigration practitioners; 
● Cross Match Technologies, on security programs designed to protect international travel; 
● Digimarc, on identification document programs; 
● The Discover America Partnership, a coalition of leading travel and tourism companies and destinations and 

other stakeholders such as universities and the U.S. Olympic Committee; 
● The Essential Worker Immigration Coalition, advocating comprehensive immigration reform; 
● IBM, regarding immigration systems issues and credentialing programs; 
● Microsoft, regarding employment-based visa issues; 
● The National Business Travel Association, the premiere worldwide association representing business travelers 

and vendors meeting the needs of such travelers; 
● Sybase, to support CEO John Chen’s chairmanship of the federal Secure Borders Open Doors Advisory 

Committee which provides policy guidance to DHS and the Department of State; 
● The Travel Industry Association of America, the leading association advocating on behalf of the travel 

industry, including hotels, restaurants, theme parks, cruise lines, and state tourism authorities; 
● The Travel Business Roundtable, the CEO-level organization representing major travel-related companies; and 
● Verified Identity Pass, regarding the Registered Traveler program. 
 
In addition, Monument’s partners previously have represented clients such as the Air Transport Association, Intel, and 
the National Chamber Foundation on immigration and travel issues. 
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