
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TECHNOLOGY, TELECOMMUNICATIONS & 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

 
OUR PRACTICE 
Monument Policy Group offers expertise, experience, and relationships crucial for clients in the technology, 
telecommunications, and intellectual property fields.  Our partners and professional staff have worked on nearly 
every aspect of policy debates affecting how Americans utilize technology, communicate, and enjoy movies, 
music, and other entertainment products.  We have assisted companies and associations whose business models are 
impacted and even determined by government policy in areas such as international trade, export controls, spectrum 
reform, immigration, antitrust, and cybersecurity.  Moreover, we have provided guidance to companies hoping to 
sell their services or products to the federal government and other buyers and have influenced policy to improve 
the playing field for their businesses. 
 
Monument Policy Group maintains close relationships with key Congressional members and committees with 
jurisdiction over significant technology, telecommunications and intellectual property issues, including the Senate 
and House Judiciary, Senate and House Commerce, Senate Finance, House Ways and Means, and Senate and 
House Appropriations committees.  We also work closely on a bipartisan basis with congressional “high-tech” 
caucuses.  In addition, we offer specialized expertise to companies with technology-based solutions in the 
homeland security and law enforcement markets and have excellent relationships with many agency CIO’s and 
agencies such as the Federal Communications Commission, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security (including U.S. Customs and Border Protection and U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement), the U.S. Department of Justice, and White House offices with a role in technology policy. 
 
OUR TEAM 
C. Stewart Verdery, Jr., Partner and Founder, brings a wealth of experience to the Washington technology arena 
having represented companies on copyright, antitrust, Internet, telecommunications, and sales issues.  Stewart 
served as Assistant Secretary at the Department of Homeland Security in the Border and Transportation Security 
Directorate from 2003-2005 and was intimately involved with advanced technology in areas such as biometrics, 
identity documents, and detection equipment. Prior to his DHS service, Stewart was the lead Republican lobbyist 
for the international media giant Vivendi Universal and subsidiaries such as Universal Studios and Universal 
Music Group focusing on copyright protection, media, and Internet issues.  Previously, Stewart served as General 
Counsel to Senate Assistant Majority Leader Don Nickles (R-OK) from 1998 - 2002, during which he was the co-
director of the Senate Republican High Tech Task Force, the leadership’s outreach organization to technology 
industries.  He also was Counsel to Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT).   

Tim Punke, Partner, is known as a policy leader for technology companies competing in the global arena.  
Building on his experience in the Clinton White House and the Congress, Tim has counseled clients on trade 
agreements and market access issues; international antitrust issues and compulsory licensing; international 
technology standards; tax policy; and issues such as employment-based immigration.  During his service to the 
Senate Finance Committee from 2001-2005, including as Chief International Trade Counsel, Tim was a key player 
in all significant trade negotiations and a wide range of competitiveness bills and oversight.  In addition, Tim 
works closely with the technology community in the Pacific Northwest. 



Andrew Howell, Partner, has represented corporations large and small, offering innovative technological 
solutions to help solve homeland security and law enforcement challenges.  During his tenure as Vice President at 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Andrew counseled Chamber members on a wide range of business opportunities 
at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and other federal agencies.  He also led efforts within the business 
community to provide vendors of anti-terrorism technologies with liability protections related to acts of terrorism.  

Jessica Herrera-Flanigan, Partner, has been on the forefront of technology issues throughout her career.  She 
most recently served as Staff Director & General Counsel of the House Committee on Homeland Security under 
Chairman Bennie Thompson (D-MS). During the 108th Congress, she served as Counsel to the Committee’s 
Cybersecurity, Science, and Research and Development Subcommittee Ranking Member Zoe Lofgren (D-CA). 
Previously, she served as Senior Counsel to the Computer Crime & Intellectual Property Section, Criminal 
Division, U.S. Department of Justice, where she led a team of prosecutors who specialized in cybercrime, as well 
as worked on intellectual property and economic espionage matters.  Jessica started her career at Crowell & 
Moring, where she practiced telecommunications, media, intellectual property, and energy law.  She was named 
“Cybersecurity Woman of the Year” in 2005 by the Women’s High Tech Coalition. 

Rich Thomas, Vice President, is a Capitol Hill veteran with nearly a decade of experience in the House of 
Representatives. While serving as the Legislative Director of Congressman Bill Pascrell (D-NJ), Rich focused on 
trade, intellectual property, tax, cybersecurity, and homeland security matters. In addition, he advised the House 
Homeland Security Committee during Congressman Pascrell’s tenure as Ranking Member of the Emergency 
Preparedness, Science & Technology Subcommittee in the 109th Congress. 

Lora Ries, Senior Counsel, brings a wealth of hands-on experience on issues of concern to technology companies. 
Lora was Director of Immigration Security Policy at the Department of Homeland Security and Director of 
Mission Operations at the US-VISIT program office during her three years at DHS.  Previously, Lora served as 
counsel to the House Judiciary Committee working for Chairman Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI) and several 
Immigration Subcommittee chairmen. 

Ryan Spangler, Director, was a staffer for Senator Joseph Biden (D-DE), now Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and senior Democrat on the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 

OUR CLIENTS 
Among the clients Monument Policy has represented include: 
 
● Cross Match Technologies, the world leader in biometrics-based solutions; 
● Digimarc, regarding identification documents and content protection technologies; 
● EDS, on government information technology business opportunities; 
● IBM, on a range of immigration and credentialing issues; 
● Microsoft, on a wide range of technology, Internet, competitiveness and trade issues; 
● Sybase, to support CEO John Chen’s chairmanship of the Secure Borders Open Doors Advisory 

Committee; 
● XM Satellite radio, with respect to their copyright, telecommunications, and antitrust agenda; 
● Verified Identity Pass, on the Registered Traveler program; and  
● Zillow.com, the leading online real estate service in the U.S. 
 
In addition, Monument’s partners previously have represented companies such as Hewlett-Packard, Intel, Mobile 
Satellite Ventures, MP3.com, Texas Instruments, Universal Music Group, Universal Studios, Viacom and Yahoo! 
in the technology and telecommunications area.   
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