
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND MARKET ACCESS 
 

OUR PRACTICE 
The modern business landscape is defined by international trade.  Bilateral and multilateral trade agreements, product 
classifications, export controls, and foreign investments are crucial to nearly every company.  The political climate in 
Washington and other world capitals has a major impact on the ability of companies to compete domestically and 
abroad. 
 
Monument Policy Group has a proven track record of helping clients achieve results in international trade negotiations 
and market access disputes.  Our teamÕs policy and political experience includes work on Congressional trade 
committees and for Congressional leadership, for two Administrations, for Presidential campaigns, and for business and 
trade associations.  Through this experience, we have developed relationships not only with key Congressional and 
Administration leaders, but also with foreign governments and embassies.   
 
We have used these experiences and expertise to help companies and associations find creative solutions to international 
trade challenges.  Whether through traditional legislative fixes, government-to-government negotiations, or by working 
directly with foreign governments, Monument Policy Group has used its unique insights and skills to solve an array of 
international issues.  We have helped clients in nearly every aspect of trade policy, including reducing tariffs through 
free trade negotiations and U.S. preference programs, protecting intellectual property in foreign markets, disputing 
Customs classification rulings, and navigating bilateral trade disputes. 
 

OUR TEAM 
Timothy Punke, Partner, has worked on almost every major trade issue in the last decade.  Prior to his current private 
sector practice, Tim served as chief international trade counsel to the Senate Finance Committee and Senator Max 
Baucus (D-MT).  During his four years on the committee, Tim advised Chairman Baucus and other members of the 
committee on all aspects of the committee's international economic agenda, including passage of the Trade Act of 2002 
(Trade Promotion Authority and Trade Adjustment Assistance); implementation of trade agreements with Australia, 
Singapore, Chile, Jordan, and Morocco; and free trade negotiations with Thailand, Central America (CAFTA), 
Colombia, and Panama.  Tim has worked on dozens of international trade disputes, including U.S.- Canadian softwood 
lumber trade, intellectual property protection and technology standards in China, issues related to U.S. beef exports and 
BSE, and the U.S.- EU trade case regarding the Foreign Sales Corporation tax provisions.  His experience also includes 
work on customs issues, miscellaneous tariff legislation, preference programs, and international sanctions.  Prior to the 
Finance Committee, Tim served at the White House National Economic Council where worked on numerous trade 
issues, including the interagency effort to pass legislation authorizing ChinaÕs accession to the WTO. 
 
C. Stewart Verdery, Jr., Partner and Founder, served as the first Assistant Secretary for Policy and Planning at the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) where he oversaw, among other issues, cargo security and international 
trade.  Stewart also supervised policy development for several DHS agencies, including U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, chaired official government advisory committees related to international trade including the Advisory 
Committee on Commercial Operations (COAC), and represented DHS on the interagency Trade Policy Review Group.  
Stewart also negotiated the division of authority between DHS and the Treasury Department regarding customs 
functions.  Prior to his DHS service, Verdery worked for two Members of the Senate Finance Committee, Assistant 
Majority Leader Don Nickles (R-OK) and Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT).  Stewart maintains extensive relationships with a 
number of foreign governments and the EU and with officials in the U.S. Department of State and USTR. 
 
 



Andrew Howell, Partner, spent ten years working in a number of capacities at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, serving 
as vice president for homeland security policy and senior vice president of the National Chamber Foundation.  In these 
roles, Andrew was the organizationÕs principal spokesman and strategist on a range of issues, including customs issues 
and cargo security.  Earlier, Andrew served as the ChamberÕs director of Latin American affairs and as executive 
director of the Association of American Chambers of Commerce in Latin America.  In both capacities, Andrew was 
responsible for working with Congress and the Executive Branch on a various issues, including passage of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), development of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), and support 
for renewal of trade preference programs.  

Jessica Herrera-Flanigan, Partner, was most recently the Staff Director &  General Counsel of the House Committee 
on Homeland Security, where she managed the CommitteeÕs legislative, policy, and oversight activities, including 
matters relating to customs and cargo security. She also has worked as Senior Counsel to the Computer Crime &  
Intellectual Property Section, Criminal Division, U.S. Department of Justice, where she worked on matters involving the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and 
the Organization of American States (OAS). She started her career in private practice. She is a Term Member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations. 

Rich Thomas, Vice President, is a Capitol Hill veteran with nearly a decade of experience in the House of 
Representatives, culminating with service as Legislative Director to Congressman Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ).  Rich was 
responsible for the CongressmanÕs activity on both the House Ways and Means and Homeland Security Committees 
with much of his work focused on the International Trade Subcommittee. In that role, Rich focused on key issues 
including intellectual property protection, U.S.-China trade, Customs matters, and miscellaneous tariff legislation. His 
experience also included assisting in the Peru Free Trade Agreement, where he was a liaison to the labor community and 
various members of the Democratic Caucus. 
 
Lora Ries, Senior Counsel, was Director of Immigration Security Policy at the Department of Homeland Security, 
where she worked closely with the U.S. Department of State and foreign governments on a wide range of visa and 
immigration matters, including issues related to technology transfer.  Previously, Lora served as counsel to the House 
Judiciary Committee under Chairman Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI) and several subcommittee chairmen. 
 
Ryan Spangler, Director, was a staffer for Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Joseph Biden (D-DE). 
 
OUR CLIENTS 
 

Among the clients Monument Policy Group has represented include: 
!  American Agip, on import preferences under the Generalized System of Preferences; 
!  Eli Lilly and Company, on issues related to LillyÕs international efforts to fight multi-drug resistant tuberculosis; 

and on FTA and market access issues; 
!  IBM, on global trade and commerce issues; 
!  Microsoft, on market access, free trade agreements, and international competition issues; 
!  National Business Travel Association, assisting their international affiliates and policies affecting the 

international travel market; 
!  National Center for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, on international commerce issues; 
!  PhRMA, on international piracy and counterfeit issues, free trade agreement negotiations, and issues related to 

WTO implementation and interpretation; 
!  Retail Industry Leaders Association, on cargo security legislation; 
!  Thai Gem and Jewelry Traders Association, on import preferences under GSP; and 
!  Weyerhaeuser, on U.S.-Canada lumber trade and trade remedy law issues. 
 

In addition, MonumentÕs partners previously have represented companies and associations such as Intel, Starbucks, 
BNSF, the Port of Seattle, and the American International Automobile Dealers Association on international trade issues.
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